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Abstract: 

This paper illustrates when Makkah became holy and the special characteristics of its 
sanctity.  The four major characteristics which maintain its sanctity should be observed by 
all people. These characteristics were announced by Prophet Muhammad, may Allah grant 
him peace, in public when the city was held by the Muslims for the first time.  

The first characteristic states that no person shall be (unlawfully) killed in it. The 
violation of this amounts to a Major sin. But those who are lawfully sentenced can be 
executed for what they have done. The second characteristic states that hunt (wild) animal 
shall not be scared or disturbed within the scope of the city. The third characteristic states 
that trees and living vegetation shall not be cut or destroyed. However, what is planted for 
human consumption can be taken and used, and wood can be collected. The fourth 
characteristic states that, what is found in Makkah as lost property shall not be owned by 
the person(s) who found it and must be returned to the original owner. In cases where the 
original owner is not found, it goes to the finances of the Muslims, to shrine authorities in 
our days.  

The paper concludes with a summary of the main ideas and some results.    
 


