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Citizenship in the Content of the National Education

(civics) Courses at the Primary Stage
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abdulrahman Abdullah Alnaim

College of Education, King Faisal University
Al-Hassa, Saudi Arabia

Abstract:

Tins study aims at analyzing the content of the civics textbooks for the

fourth, and sixth grades at the primary stage in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
in order to identify the national values actually contained in these textbooks
and what they should include in terms of values to be learnt by the pupils.

After a survey of previous studies in the civics area, the researcher

obtained a list of twenty items representing the values of good citizenship,
and the analysis of the content of the textbooks was carried out on the basis
of the twenty — three item list. The study revealed the following findings:

1-

The civics textbooks for the primary stage maintain emphasis on ready —
made knowledge as a source of information and a basis for pupil
education. The content of the textbooks concerned remarkably displays
an absence of some of the values and concepts of contemporary
citizenship.

The values are not taught in all the course units of each individual grade,
and there is an apparent discrepancy in the distribution of the values
within a single textbook, and in the distribution of a single value among
the textbooks.

Recommendations

1-

2-

The study recommends the following:

Reconsidering the presentation of the content of the civics course and
ensuring that it includes practical applications related to the inculcation of
values and the establishment of the desired orientations.

The necessity of presenting the values of citizenship in a logical,
sequential manner, and in such a way as to allow for widening the scope
of concern with those values.

The necessity of deliberately projecting the concept of homeland and the
values of citizenship in the courses of the civics textbooks, and ensuring
that they have a place in all units.

The necessity of presenting the basic skills in the civics courses, and
promoting the level of performance.

The necessity of making use of previous studies in this area, and
conducting more studies at all levels of education.
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