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Abstract: 
The purpose of this study is to determine the presence (occurrence) of 

ethical problems in the work setting of the public school principals in ALHasa 
: the degree of their presence, their type (misdeeds or quandaries) , the 
alternative the principals pick to deal with those problems, and the difficulty 
they face when they make decision to deal with them. 

To achieve this purpose data were collected during the second semester of 
the school year 1423/1424H. from a random sample of 120 public school 
principals. The sample includes 71 elementary school principals, 26 middle 
school principals, and 23 secondary school principals. The analysis of the data 
revealed the following findings: 
1-  Both types of ethical problems (misdeeds, Quandaries) were present in the 

work setting of the public school principals in ALHasa. 
2-  The most three ethical problems in terms of their presence belong to the 

second type ( quandaries ). While The forth and fifth belong to the first 
type ( misdeeds ). 

3-  Some ethical problems occur rarely. Others occur more often to always. 
4-  There was an agreement among principals on the alternative picked to deal 

with the ethical problems of the first type ( misdeeds ). While they were 
nearly divided by halves regarding the ethical problems of the second type 
( quandaries ). 

5-  The principals confront more difficulty in dealing with ethical problems of 
the second type ( quandaries ) than in dealing with ethical problems of the 
first type ( misdeeds ). 

6-  There were significant differences in the degree of the ethical problems 
presence , and in the difficulty confronting the principals in dealing with 
those problems due to the type of problems ( misdeeds – quandaries ) in 
favor of the second type. 

7-  There were no significant differences between the principals who have had 
previous training in ethics of administration and those who had not training 
regarding the difficulty confronting them in dealing with ethical problems.  

 
Some recommendations were provided to enhance ethics of administration 

among principals. 
 


