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Effect of Using Category and Keywords' Strategies on Sign Language
Learning by Deaf Children
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(1) Department of Special Education, College of Education, King Faisal University,
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Al-Hassa, Saudi Arabia

ABSTRACT

Deaf childe can be effectively assisted communication-wise by teaching them sign language. This will be
acquired properly via suitable strategies only. The current research aimed to identify the effect of using category
and keywords' strategies in sign language teaching for deaf children. The study sample consisted of (44) students
of the deaf, aged (6-12 years old). The used sign language teaching tools were a list using the category strategy,
and a list using keywords strategy applied separately after validation. An evaluation test was administrated before
and after the application of each strategy.

There were significant statistical differences in the mean scores of children in the experimental sample using
keywords strategy compared to the control sample for the benefit of the experimental sample. Similar findings
were observed regarding category strategy in favor of the experimental sample. Furthermore, significant statistical
differences in the mean scores of per-test and post-test were observed for the experimental sample who used
category strategy. This was also true for the experimental sample who used keywords strategy in learning sign
language. In addition, there was significant statistical differences in the mean scores of deaf children due to strategy
type in favor of category strategy.

The study recommended that the current methods and strategies used to teach deaf students must be modernized
in addition to preparing educational contents supplemented with images and signs suitable for deaf children.

Key Words: Deaf Children, Sign Language, Strategy.
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