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FORMS OF 'RECEPTION THEORY' IN ANCIENT
ARBIC CRITICISM

Zafer Al-Shehry
Department of Arabic Language
College of Education, King Faisal University

Abstract :

"Reception Theory", or "Reader - Response Theory" as some
prefer calling it, has been a prominent term in contemporary criticism.
This paper discusses the theory in Ancient Arabic Criticism. The
discussion concentrates on the following points:

A. Arabic terms related to the term "Reception" Such as the direct
hearer" and "the audience" were commonly used by Ancient Arab
Critics.

B. The three basic elements in the literary text: the sender, the text and
the addressee.

C. Differentiation between the "open text" and the "non-open text".
The attention in the paper in paid to the former.

D. Some forms of the "Reception theory" in Ancient Arabic Criticism
were elaborately narrated in Ancient heritage, such as the Prophet's
(peace be upon him) story with Ka'b bin Zuhair, and his story with
al nabigha al-Ja'di. Stories about abd al-Malik bin Marwan, al-
hajjaj, al-Nabigha al-Zibyani and Umm Jundub are brought to
discussion in the paper.

The paper concludes that Ancient Arabic Criticism had noticed the
importance of the reader's role in the evaluation of the literary text, not
in an exclusive theoretical way, but rather scattered quotations in
Classical Arabic Literature.




