appall Ao Lol Aagole slusdl :yols 3ue 2020

The Scientific Journal of King Faisal University

i il duo bl dnauditd| ddal

15919 ALl pglall
(ayall AL Haole ¢ Lol Alsblma 13 Aisalin pols 32)

Humanities and Management Sciences
(Sepcial Issue for Choosing Al Ahsa as the Capital of Arab Tourism)

%)
rre—

Handicrafts for Sustainable Tourism
Development: An Empirical Study on Al

Ahsa, Saudi Arabia

Mohamed A. Moustafa 13, Mohammad N. Alshagawi ! and

Ibrahim A. Elshaer 12

IManagement Department, College of Business, King Faisal University, Al

Ahsa, Saudi Arabia

2Faculty of Tourism and Hotels, Suez Canal University, Egypt
3Faculty of Toutism and Hotels, Helwan University, Egypt

o bl | ikl i e el |
ik ol ekt i 0 i
] i il kol sl

el s pealyal s TS9Ladd) pioli dazmay ' Alaian hugs e daxs
13 eladl

A gaiadl Auyall 2SLaLl s LuoHl i Ll Aaaler o JLocHl 3yl 28 (5153 s’
s gl 58 Analr ¢ olially bl 2% o lglor Analer ¢ §3Liilly o Lcal) 2,187

ol o o gekano
e biall oloisTI

Syl golued) il (bl dcliue
DM TP |

Adyell Wl i

2020/03/01 Lz

2020/04/18 Jgall

2020/04/18 (2elall szl L4l
2020/05/01 (sue §) &4l

48l Jouoall

https://doi.org/10.37575/h/mng/2167

Jaadl|
cdoadl yopd Adgig Adiall S giunn adyg Sl rpuamd (§ ot 58 Jlamag $LaS &) Agud | ilelinally 8 )
Bealll oo pi ! oy Balaid¥ly Zuolewdl 355t ala¥ Joley dslatd¥l s)lell deeind juime Uiy
4Lailly deelorn¥ly Aobaid¥) Sl o suc dogs 4l ¥ Aol cilelivally oyl 2aLiazd¥ls 2blasll
e o5 By Lol Aladlma g cAale Bigny ASLall (§ &gl Byl gadg phas Ggai w3 I Ay
&bl B! Gudizmi] (038 ) Loy Lol cdaid) 3auS 71581 ciligall ol ddyaa J) dwlyudl sia
(g yna by 24 (e lydl Qe 9839 « STl (Foidl gkl @ Ayl CBlual Bedmal Ael i !
o0 0 J Ayl @l cliogs anadl Slegazll § Auhull 815 cdiaiy cogdull ol § pas¥ly «dileas
3yalll alleall 81 93 J) A3LLYL slucell bl (oo Busd) Aeiadd) Byguall (£ ot delio § 39a)l bolis eal
shesl glasyly cigdll Aclie § orlinddl plane pelai oime G5 § Alieie cangall Lol juf <ol Ly
Jead @I Y (asVlg L gliSill Jgi & uutipdl @] Jiady cigdidl Belie § caliidd! cnibolsd!
SIS Ayl sy (9 AT e eLid] e Aa Lkl o yall (e dpuall (alaiul 639 deliall § SgueSIL

wooyd Jl Sl gy 898 bolas J| caniall bolas Jsgomi & Al ol !

KEYWORDS

ABSTRACT

peshtindustry, Al Ahsa pesht, handicrafts, Al
Ahsa

Handicrafts are considered to be one of the most important culture heritage elements and areas of innovation.
It contributes to improving the national income and providing job opportunities. In addition, handicrafts can
be developed as an innovative and effective tool to enhance tourism and economic growth. Despite the
cultural and economic importance of handicrafts, there are a number of economic, social, cultural and
environmental challenges that face the development of handicrafts industry in the Saudi context particularly
in Al Ahsa. As a result, this study aims to investigate these challenges and barriers. Moreover, it provides a
number of suggestions that overcome these obstacles to support sustainable tourism development. To
accomplish the objectives of this study, a qualitative approach has been adopted by using a focus group tool.
The sample size of this study was 24 Pesht skilled workers. The results showed that the greatimage of Al Ahsa
Pesht and the availability of skilled labor to be one of the most important strengths in the Pesht industry.
Although several weaknesses were identified such as the low level of education and the increasing age of
Pesht workers. The main threat for the Pesht industry was the advances in technology and the high volume of
using automated machines. The study provides a number of recommendations to encourage individual Pesht
workers, such as developing an electronic store. This is in addition to the implications for strategies that enable

policymakers to modify the weaknesses and threats facing Pesht industry into opportunities are discussed.
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