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Enemy Soldiers That Should not be Killed in
Battle : A Shari'a Lagal Study

Khalid Ibrahim Al-Husaini

Islamic Studies Department, College of Education, King Faisal University
Al-Ahsa, Saudi Arabia

Abstract :

The aim of Islamic Shari'a is to preserve human life and prohibit
bloodshed. Basically, human blood is prohibited and human life is
respected. For this reason, Shari'a rules have specified the conditions in
which enemy soldiers can be killed while fighting, and non-soldiers whose
life must be preserved. The criterion is that any person not engaged in battle
is secure and any fighter who surrenders, or keeps away from fighting for
whatever reason that can attest that he is turning away from fighting, is also
immune from harm.

Building on the basic rule of preserving human life, Shari'a legalization
has widened the scope of forbidding unnecessary bloodshed even among
enemy fighters in certain cases. These cases include : an enemy soldier who
accept to become a Muslim, or an enemy soldier whose pardon promotes
Shari'a interests. These are some of the delicate cases which show high
respect for human life, even that of an enemy in battle.

Key Words :
Shri'a legislation, War legislations, Enemy captive.
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