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Abstract:

This paper aims to: (1) demonstrate the level of English (as a foreign
language) of Saudi students studying at some public and private intermediate
and secondary schools of Riyadh, Saudi Arabia; (2) find out if there are
statistically significant differences at the level of English between Saudi
students of public intermediate and secondary schools on the one hand, and
Saudi students of private intermediate and secondary schools on the other;
(3) offer some suggestions that may help uplift Saudi students’ linguistic
level of the English language.

To this end, a cross-sectional research has been conducted. Briefly, the
results have shown that students of private schools outperform their peers in
public schools. In fact, the study shows that the subjects of the private
intermediate school have achieved better scores than the ones of the public
secondary school.

The researcher has suggested the implementation of one of the following
ideas: (1) Multiply the teaching hours of English at the intermediate and
secondary schools; or (2) Start teaching English from the fourth grade of
elementary school, provided that some conditions be met.




