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Main Stages of Product Life Cycle and its Effect on Marketing Activity

Saleh Abdullah Al-Mulhem

Administration Department, College of Sharia
Al-Imam Mohammed Ibn Saud Islamic University, Al-Ahssa, Saudi Arabia

ABSTRACT

Researchers in the field of marketing emphasized the need to determine the stages of product life cycle. Each
stage has its own properties that requires specific strategy distinguishing it from other stages. The importance of
this work is in its attempt to reach a valid scientific framework that explains product behavior, life cycle, stages,
and precisely plot the life cycle stage based on scientific analysis.

The work aims to determine the exact number of product life cycle stages based on collecting and analyzing the
opinions and attitudes of modern marketing studies to conclude and assign names for these stages.

To achieve this goal, the work adopted a theoretical approach that depends on inductive descriptive analytical
approach throughout revising Arabic and foreign books, literature, and refereed work about the topic.

The main findings of the study indicated that, despite of the differences among Arab researchers in defining
the stages of product life cycle, they agree on a minimum number of four stages. They also agreed on nominating
one stage (growth stage). The study proposed six stages for the product life cycle; i.e. Innovation, Introduction,
Growth, settling, reduction, and elimination, respectively.

The work recommends that university courses in the area of marketing should be revised to agree on one
definition of the product cycle stages.

Key Words: Marketing activities, Marketing mixture, Product life cycle.
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