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Alzheimer and Its Effect on Islamic Obligations

Hanan Mousalam Fatal Yabroudy

Department of Islamic Studies, College of Arts, King Faisal University
Al-Ahsa, Saudi Arabia

ABSTRACT

This research deals with medical doctrinal matter, which is Alzheimer’s disease “Senility Dementia”, and its
impact on Islamic obligations. The study presented the disease definition, its stages, and the impact of each stage
on the eligibility for obligatory actions and the mandates in relation to the patient. This was performed according to
the interpretation of scholars' jurisprudence statements in addition to consulting medical specialists’ consultations.
The jurisprudence and legality evidences were also explained.

The work concluded that Alzheimer affects the brain and damages its thinking and memory centers. This af-
fects the legality of performing obligatory Islamic actions. The first stage of the disease in medical terms matches
what jurisprudence scholars call “slight dementia stage”. Thus, an incomplete legality approach similar to that of
a school-aged child, or a slightly imbecilic person applies to this stage patient. In the second and third stage of
the disease, known as “Medium and Advanced Senility Dementia” which resemble the cases of toddlers or mad
persons, the patient has no legality for obligatory Islamic actions.

Key Words: Imbecility, Legality for obligations, Senility dementia,
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