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ABSTRACT 
 

This study explores Saudi Arabia's emerging adventure tourism sector, highlighting its potential as a dynamic destination for enthusiastic explorers. Anchored 
within the strategic framework of Vision 2030, Saudi Arabia is rapidly transforming its tourism landscape to diversify its economy and attract visitors. Leveraging 
its diverse geographical features, including the Rub’ al Khali and Red Sea, the Kingdom offers a wide array of adventure tourism experiences. The aim of this study 
is to investigate various facets of adventure tourism in Saudi Arabia, including desert expeditions, marine activities and cultural exploration. Additionally, insights 
from a comprehensive stakeholder survey are integrated to unveil perceptions regarding adventure tourism. Key findings indicate that adventure tourism holds 
significant potential for economic growth, job creationet and environmental conservation in Saudi Arabia. Moreover, opportunities for enhancing Saudi Arabia's 
global tourism appeal through strategic initiatives in adventure tourism are revealed. Through this analysis, the study contributes to a deeper understanding of 
the strategic initiatives driving the expansion of adventure tourism in Saudi Arabia and its implications for Vision 2030's broader objectives. It emphasises the 
originality of the study in exploring this sector within the Saudi Arabian context and provides insights into the future trajectory of the Kingdom's tourism industry. 
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1. Introduction 
In recent years, Saudi Arabia has undergone a profound 
transformation, transitioning from primarily an oil-rich nation to a 
burgeoning destination for adventure tourism, captivating the 
attention of thrill seekers and nature enthusiasts worldwide (MCIA, 
2023). This transformation is not only emblematic of the Kingdom's 
evolving economic landscape but also reflective of broader global 
trends towards experiential travel and sustainable tourism (UNWTO, 
n/a). However, despite the significant strides made in positioning 
Saudi Arabia as an adventure tourism hub, substantial gaps persist in 
the existing body of literature regarding the specific nuances, 
preferences and challenges associated with adventure tourism in the 
Kingdom. 

Identifying and addressing these gaps is imperative for several 
reasons. First, adventure tourism constitutes a key pillar of Saudi 
Arabia's ambitious Vision 2030 agenda, which aims to diversify the 
economy and reduce dependence on oil revenue by unlocking the 
potential of sectors such as tourism (Vision 2030, 2024a). Within this 
context, understanding the intricacies of adventure tourism and its 
impact on the broader tourism ecosystem is essential for informed 
decision-making and strategic planning. Moreover, adventure 
tourism has emerged as a global phenomenon, with significant 
economic, social and environmental implications (Newsome and 
Moore, 2012). Consequently, filling the existing gaps in knowledge 
regarding adventure tourism in Saudi Arabia holds immense 
significance not only for the Kingdom's tourism development 
objectives but also for contributing to the broader discourse on 
sustainable tourism and destination management. 

Against this backdrop, this study aims to delve into the multifaceted 
dimensions of adventure tourism in Saudi Arabia, with a particular 
focus on elucidating the perceptions, preferences and concerns of 
potential visitors. To achieve this overarching objective, the study 
seeks to address the following research questions: 
• What are the prevailing perceptions of Saudi Arabia as an adventure 

tourism destination among potential visitors? 
• What factors play a decisive role in influencing destination choices for 

adventure tourists in Saudi Arabia? 
• Which specific adventure activities garner the greatest interest among 

potential visitors? 
• What are the primary concerns and considerations of adventure 

tourists regarding Saudi Arabia as a destination? 
• What is the significance of integrating sustainable tourism practices 

within the context of adventure tourism in Saudi Arabia? 

By systematically addressing these research questions, this study 
endeavours to contribute to a deeper understanding of adventure 
tourism in Saudi Arabia and its implications for the Kingdom's 
broader tourism development objectives. Moreover, by elucidating 
the role of adventure tourism in promoting sustainable development, 
fostering cultural exchange and driving economic diversification, this 
study seeks to underscore the critical importance of adventure 
tourism in shaping Saudi Arabia's future trajectory as a leading global 
tourism destination. 

2. Hypotheses 
• The advancement of adventure tourism in Saudi Arabia is 

hypothesised to result in significant economic benefits, including 
increased revenue from tourism-related ventures, the creation of 
employment opportunities across sectors such as hospitality and 
outdoor recreation, and the stimulation of local economies in rural 
and remote regions. 

• The implementation of sustainable management strategies, such as 
setting carrying capacity limits, enacting zoning regulations and 
initiating community engagement endeavours, is hypothesised to 
mitigate adverse environmental and social repercussions associated 
with adventure tourism. These efforts are expected to safeguard Saudi 
Arabia's natural heritage and preserve its cultural authenticity over the 
long term. 

• Collaborative ventures between the public and private sectors are 
hypothesised to be pivotal in propelling investments and fostering 
innovation in adventure tourism infrastructure and services. By 
harnessing the expertise and resources of both governmental and 
private stakeholders, these partnerships aim to enrich visitor 
experiences, bolster destination competitiveness and drive industry 
growth. 
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• Through the promotion of cultural exchange and intercultural 
comprehension, adventure tourism in Saudi Arabia is hypothesised to 
cultivate broader global awareness and appreciation of the Kingdom's 
rich historical legacy, traditions and cultural diversity. This is expected 
to forge positive relationships with international visitors and enhance 
Saudi Arabia's standing on the global stage. 

• The successful execution of eco-tourism and conservation initiatives, 
exemplified by the Saudi Green Initiative and the Red Sea Project, is 
hypothesised to establish Saudi Arabia as a pre-eminent destination 
for sustainable tourism. By attracting environmentally conscious 
travellers and exemplifying responsible tourism practices, these 
initiatives aim to position the Kingdom as a global model for 
sustainable tourism. 

3. Conceptual Framework 
The study's conceptual framework integrates geographical features, 
cultural heritage and conservation efforts to understand the 
perceptions and preferences of adventure tourists in Saudi Arabia. 
The framework highlights the interplay between natural landscapes, 
historical sites and sustainable tourism practices in shaping the 
tourism experience. 

4. Literature Review 
Adventure tourism in Saudi Arabia encompasses a diverse range of 
activities and destinations, attracting travellers from around the 
world to explore the Kingdom's unique geographical features, 
cultural heritage and conservation efforts. This literature review 
examines the key components of adventure tourism in Saudi Arabia, 
including its geographical tapestry, desert adventures, mountain 
excursions, marine activities, cultural and historical attractions, and 
eco-tourism initiatives. Drawing on recent research findings and 
scholarly literature, this review provides insights into the perceptions, 
preferences and challenges associated with adventure tourism in the 
Kingdom. 

4.1. Geographical Tapestry of Saudi Arabia: 
Saudi Arabia's geographical landscape is characterised by its vast 
deserts, towering mountains and pristine coastlines, offering a myriad 
of opportunities for adventure tourism (Farsani et al., 2017). The Rub' 
al Khali desert, also known as the Empty Quarter, stands as the largest 
continuous sand desert globally, covering much of the southern 
Arabian Peninsula (Al-Ahmadi and Al-Saud, 2019). Its ever-changing 
dunes and stark beauty attract adventurers seeking the thrill of desert 
exploration and the solitude of remote landscapes. Additionally, the 
Sarawat Mountains, stretching along the western edge of Saudi 
Arabia, offer cooler climates and lush vegetation, providing ideal 
conditions for hiking, trekking and cultural immersion (Al-Harthy and 
Al-Harthy, 2018). 

The Red Sea coastline, with its pristine beaches and vibrant coral 
reefs, serves as a hub for marine activities such as diving, snorkelling 
and water sports (Al-Sulami and Al-Shahrani, 2021). Its crystal-clear 
waters teem with marine life, offering visitors an unparalleled 
underwater experience. Moreover, Saudi Arabia's oases, such as Al-
Ahsa, provide a stark contrast to the surrounding desert landscapes, 
with lush palm groves and ancient water management systems 
showcasing the Kingdom's ecological diversity (Al-Dosari et al., 
2020). 

By harnessing the diverse geographical features, Saudi Arabia has 
positioned itself as a multifaceted adventure tourism destination, 
offering an array of experiences to thrill seekers and cultural 
enthusiasts alike. From the timeless allure of the desert to the pristine 
beauty of coastal waters and the lush oasis havens, the Kingdom's 
landscapes invite exploration and discovery, promising unforgettable 
adventures and transformative experiences for visitors from around 

the globe. 

4.2. Desert Adventures: 
Desert adventures constitute a significant aspect of adventure 
tourism in Saudi Arabia, offering visitors the opportunity to explore 
the vast expanse of the Arabian Desert and experience traditional 
Bedouin culture (Al-Shehri et al., 2021). Activities such as dune 
bashing, camel trekking and desert camping allow adventurers to 
immerse themselves in the tranquillity and beauty of the desert 
landscape. The Rub' al Khali desert attracts thrill seekers with its 
towering sand dunes and challenging terrain, providing an 
adrenaline-pumping experience amidst the stark beauty of the desert 
(Al-Ghobaini and Al-Amri, 2019). 

For those seeking a more traditional experience, camel trekking offers 
a slower-paced exploration of the desert landscape, allowing 
travellers to traverse vast distances while experiencing the timeless 
rhythm of desert life. Guided by experienced Bedouin guides, camel 
treks provide insights into the ancient nomadic lifestyle and offer 
opportunities for cultural exchange with local communities. 

As night falls, the desert transforms into a realm of tranquillity and 
wonder, with desert camping offering a chance to experience the 
serene beauty of the desert under a canopy of stars. Bedouin-style 
campsites provide comfortable accommodations amidst the dunes, 
where travellers can relax around crackling campfires, savour 
traditional Bedouin cuisine and listen to tales of desert lore passed 
down through generations. 

Regions like AlUla offer not only thrilling desert adventures but also 
a glimpse into ancient civilisations through monumental rock 
formations and historical sites (Al-Fahmi et al., 2020). Visitors can 
explore ancient petroglyphs, rock carvings and archaeological sites, 
gaining insights into the rich history and cultural heritage of the 
region. Desert adventures in Saudi Arabia are not just physical 
activities but also a journey through time, offering a deeper 
understanding of the land's natural history and the human stories 
that have unfolded across its vast expanses. 

In essence, desert adventures in Saudi Arabia transcend mere 
physical activities; they are immersive journeys through time and 
culture, offering travellers a profound connection to the land's natural 
heritage and human legacy. By blending adventure with cultural 
exploration, these experiences enrich the traveller's understanding of 
the desert's significance, fostering appreciation for its beauty, 
resilience and enduring allure. 

4.3. Mountain Excursions: 
The Sarawat Mountains present another dimension of adventure 
tourism in Saudi Arabia, with their cooler climates, verdant 
landscapes and cultural significance (Al-Qarni et al., 2018). 
Destinations like Abha and Al Soudah serve as gateways to mountain 
adventures, offering panoramic views, cultural experiences and 
opportunities for outdoor recreation (Al-Rowaitie et al., 2020). 
Activities such as hiking, trekking and ziplining allow visitors to 
explore the mountainous terrain and engage with the local 
communities. 

Abha, nestled amidst the Sarawat range, invites travellers to immerse 
themselves in the natural splendour of the mountains while 
partaking in a variety of activities, such as hiking, trekking and 
ziplining (Al-Rowaitie et al., 2020). The region's network of trails and 
paths meanders through lush valleys, terraced fields and picturesque 
villages, offering opportunities for both leisurely strolls and 
adrenaline-pumping adventures. 

Al Soudah offers one of the highest peaks in the Kingdom and is 
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enveloped by the lush greenery of Asir National Park (Vision 2030, 
2024b). The area provides thrilling experiences, such as ziplining over 
deep valleys and fog-covered landscapes, adding a mystical quality to 
the mountain exploration. Additionally, the mountains are home to 
ancient villages, rock formations and archaeological sites, providing a 
tangible connection to the region's history and cultural heritage (Al-
Faraj and Gandari, 2019). 

In essence, mountain excursions in Saudi Arabia transcend mere 
outdoor activities; they are immersive experiences that connect 
travellers with nature, culture and history in profound ways. Whether 
trekking through rugged landscapes or delving into the cultural 
tapestry of mountain villages, these adventures offer a journey of 
discovery and wonder, leaving indelible memories etched in the 
hearts of all who venture into the mountains. 

4.4. Marine Activities: 
Saudi Arabia's extensive coastline along the Red Sea and the Arabian 
Gulf offers diverse marine environments teeming with life, making it 
an ideal destination for marine activities and water sports (Al-Saeed 
et al., 2021). The Red Sea, renowned for its warm azure waters and 
vibrant coral reefs, attracts divers and snorkellers from around the 
world (Al-Shehri and Al-Sudairi, 2020). Visitors can explore colourful 
coral gardens, encounter majestic marine species and discover 
intriguing shipwrecks that have become vibrant artificial reefs. 

Moreover, the development of marine tourism infrastructure, 
including diving centres and eco-friendly accommodations, 
promotes sustainable tourism practices and enhances the visitor 
experience (Al-Dhawi and Al-Mehmadi, 2021). Diving centres offer 
guided excursions to underwater attractions, providing educational 
opportunities for visitors to learn about marine life and conservation 
efforts. Additionally, initiatives such as marine protected areas and 
coral reef restoration projects aim to preserve and restore fragile 
marine ecosystems, ensuring their long-term sustainability. 

In addition to the Red Sea, the Arabian Gulf offers unique marine 
environments, including extensive seagrass beds and diverse habitats 
for marine species, providing opportunities for snorkelling, scuba 
diving and water sports (Vaughan et al., 2019). The Arabian Gulf's 
seagrass beds are vital habitats for various marine species, serving as 
nurseries and feeding grounds. Conservation efforts focused on 
protecting seagrass habitats contribute to the overall health and 
biodiversity of marine ecosystems in the region. 

Overall, Saudi Arabia's marine tourism sector holds immense 
potential for sustainable development and conservation, offering 
visitors unforgettable experiences while safeguarding the Kingdom's 
rich marine biodiversity (Al-Saeed et al., 2021). By integrating 
environmental conservation with tourism development initiatives, 
Saudi Arabia can ensure the long-term viability of its marine 
resources and promote responsible tourism practices that benefit 
both visitors and local communities. 

4.5. Cultural and Historical Adventure Tourism: 
Cultural and historical adventure tourism in Saudi Arabia stands as a 
vibrant tapestry woven with the threads of ancient civilisations, rich 
heritage and captivating traditions, offering visitors a transformative 
journey through time. As travellers embark on explorations of the 
Kingdom's cultural and historical sites, they are transported to epochs 
long past, where the echoes of bygone eras resonate amidst the awe-
inspiring landscapes. 

Petroglyph exploration, one of the hallmark experiences of cultural 
adventure tourism, allows adventurers to decipher the symbolic 
language etched into the rocks by ancient inhabitants. These 
petroglyphs, scattered across the deserts and mountains of Saudi 

Arabia, provide glimpses into the daily lives, beliefs and artistic 
expressions of prehistoric communities (Al-Mandhari et al., 2019). 
Guided by expert interpreters, visitors decode the stories engraved in 
stone, unravelling mysteries and connecting with the distant past. 

In addition to petroglyphs, historical site visits offer immersive 
experiences that transport visitors to pivotal moments in Saudi 
Arabia's history. UNESCO World Heritage Sites such as AlUla and the 
At-Turaif District serve as living testimonials to the Kingdom's rich 
cultural heritage, inviting travellers to wander through ancient cities, 
palaces and fortresses (Al-Zahrani et al., 2020). These architectural 
marvels, meticulously preserved over centuries, bear witness to the 
rise and fall of civilisations, serving as time capsules that bridge the 
gap between antiquity and the present day. 

Moreover, recent developments in cultural tourism have expanded 
the range of activities available to visitors, providing deeper insights 
into Saudi Arabia's cultural fabric. Rock-climbing expeditions near 
ancient petroglyph sites offer adrenaline-fueled adventures 
intertwined with historical exploration as thrill seekers scale the cliffs 
adorned with millennia-old artwork (UNESCO, 2023). Trekking along 
historical routes such as the Hejaz Railway allows travellers to trace 
the footsteps of pilgrims and traders who traversed the Arabian 
Peninsula centuries ago, revealing tales of commerce, conquest and 
cultural exchange. 

Furthermore, cultural immersion experiences allow tourists to 
engage directly with Saudi Arabia's vibrant traditions and customs, 
fostering authentic connections with local communities. Traditional 
meals shared with Bedouin families under the starlit desert sky, 
cultural festivals pulsating with music and dance, and craft 
workshops showcasing age-old artisanal techniques provide 
glimpses into the heart and soul of Saudi Arabia (Al-Shehri et al., 
2021). These intimate encounters offer opportunities for cross-
cultural dialogue and mutual understanding, transcending linguistic 
and cultural barriers to forge lasting friendships. 

Additionally, initiatives aimed at preserving and promoting cultural 
heritage sites play a pivotal role in sustaining the legacy of cultural 
adventure tourism in Saudi Arabia. Through conservation efforts, 
community engagement and sustainable tourism practices, 
stakeholders work hand in hand to safeguard archaeological 
treasures and historical landmarks for future generations (Al-Shehri 
et al., 2021). By balancing the preservation of cultural heritage with 
responsible tourism development, Saudi Arabia ensures that its 
cultural legacy remains vibrant and accessible to adventurers from 
around the globe. 

In essence, cultural and historical adventure tourism in Saudi Arabia 
weaves a narrative of discovery, enlightenment and connection, 
inviting travellers on a transformative odyssey through the annals of 
time. As visitors traverse the Kingdom's landscapes and engage with 
its people, they not only embark on thrilling adventures but also 
deepen their appreciation for the rich tapestry of human history and 
cultural diversity that defines Saudi Arabia. 

4.6. Eco-Tourism and Conservation Efforts: 
According to Buckley (2009), eco-tourism involves the principles and 
practices aimed at minimising negative impacts on the environment 
while promoting conservation and community involvement. He 
emphasises the importance of sustainable tourism practices, such as 
minimising carbon footprint, conserving natural resources and 
supporting local economies, in eco-tourism initiatives. (Buckley, 
2009). 

Saudi Arabia is increasingly focusing on eco-tourism and 
conservation initiatives to protect its unique natural habitats and 
promote sustainable tourism practices (Al-Tourah and Al-Mandhari, 



86  
 

 

 

Yehia, E.F. (2024). Exploring adventure tourism in Saudi Arabia: A strategic analysis of emerging opportunities. Scientific Journal of King Faisal University: Humanities and Management Sciences, 25(2), 83–90. 
https://doir.org/10.37575/h/soc/240032 

2020). Mendoza (2024) provides insights into Saudi Arabia's eco-
tourism initiatives, highlighting the significance of these efforts for 
biodiversity conservation and sustainable tourism promotion 
practices. Metz (1992) provides valuable insights into Saudi Arabia's 
country study, as conducted by the Federal Research Division of the 
Library of Congress. Efforts such as the Saudi Green Initiative and the 
Red Sea Project aim to preserve natural resources, combat 
desertification and promote environmental awareness among 
visitors and locals alike (Al-Dabbagh and Al-Musad, 2021). Public–
private partnerships play a crucial role in advancing eco-tourism and 
conservation efforts, facilitating collaboration between government 
agencies, local communities and private sector stakeholders (Al-
Juraifani and Al-Saud, 2022). 

Through its commitment to eco-tourism and conservation, Saudi 
Arabia aims to safeguard its natural treasures for future generations 
while offering visitors meaningful ways to explore and contribute to 
these efforts (Al-Shehri and Al-Sudairi, 2020). By showcasing the 
Kingdom's unparalleled beauty and ecological significance, 
adventure tourism in Saudi Arabia invites the world to discover its 
hidden treasures and experience the magic of its landscapes and 
cultural heritage. Alatawi (2022) highlights the importance of 
conservation initiatives in Saudi Arabia and proposes strategies for 
overcoming barriers. His study contributes to the understanding of 
conservation issues and solutions in the region (Alatawi, 2022). 

Beaumont and Dredge (2010) explore the role of local communities 
in adventure tourism activities and examine the benefits and 
challenges associated with increasing local involvement. Through 
qualitative research methods such as interviews and focus groups, 
their study assesses the attitudes and perceptions of residents 
towards adventure tourism development. The findings suggest that 
while there is potential for local participation to enhance the 
sustainability and authenticity of adventure tourism experiences, 
various barriers, such as socio-economic factors, cultural differences 
and power dynamics, need to be addressed. (Beaumont and Dredge, 
2010). 

In conclusion, adventure tourism in Saudi Arabia offers a diverse 
range of experiences, from desert adventures and mountain 
excursions to marine activities and cultural exploration. The 
Kingdom's unique geographical features, rich history and 
conservation efforts provide a compelling backdrop for adventure 
enthusiasts seeking immersive and transformative experiences. By 
promoting sustainable tourism practices and preserving its natural 
and cultural heritage, Saudi Arabia is positioning itself as a leading 
destination for adventure tourism, inviting travellers to explore its 
untamed landscapes and discover the magic of its ancient 
civilisations. 

5. Methodology 
5.1. Data Collection:  
Primary data collection methods included interviews, surveys and 
consultations with key stakeholders in Saudi Arabia's tourism sector, 
encompassing government officials, tourism professionals, 
environmentalists and community leaders. These methods provided 
first-hand insights into the landscape of adventure tourism in Saudi 
Arabia, its challenges and potential avenues for development. 

5.2. Sampling Technique:  
A purposive sampling technique was employed to ensure 
representation from diverse demographics. Participants were 
selected based on their relevance to the study's objectives, 
encompassing different age groups, genders, nationalities and travel 

backgrounds. Recruitment channels included online platforms, social 
media and targeted email invitations, ensuring a broad sample pool. 

5.3. Survey Instrument:  
The survey questionnaire was meticulously developed based on 
established research objectives and underwent expert review in 
adventure tourism, sustainable tourism and survey methodology. It 
comprised multiple-choice questions, rating scales and open-ended 
prompts, covering various aspects related to adventure tourism, such 
as perceptions, preferences and concerns. 

The survey was administered online through a secure platform, 
ensuring data privacy and confidentiality. Clear instructions and 
informed consent were provided to participants before survey 
completion. Data collection spanned two months to allow 
respondents ample time to provide feedback. 

5.4. Data Analysis:  
Quantitative data analysis utilised statistical software to generate 
descriptive statistics, including frequencies, percentages, mean scores 
and standard deviations where applicable. Qualitative data from 
open-ended responses underwent thematic analysis to identify 
recurring themes, patterns and insights. Findings were synthesised to 
draw meaningful conclusions and implications for adventure tourism 
development in Saudi Arabia. 

6. Results 
6.1. Perceptions of Saudi Arabia as an Adventure Tourism 
Destination: 

Table 1: Perceptions of Saudi Arabia as an Adventure Tourism Destination 
Perception Percentage 

Familiarity with Saudi Arabia's adventure tourism offerings rated as low 65% 
Common associations: vast deserts, historical sites, cultural richness 78% 

• Familiarity with Saudi Arabia's adventure tourism offerings rated as 
low (65%): This finding suggests a significant opportunity for 
increasing awareness and promotion of Saudi Arabia's adventure 
tourism sector. A low familiarity indicates a potential lack of exposure 
or marketing efforts targeting adventure tourists. Strategies such as 
targeted advertising campaigns, collaborations with travel influencers 
and participation in adventure tourism expos may help enhance 
visibility and attract more visitors. 

• Common associations: vast deserts, historical sites, cultural richness 
rated as moderate 78%: The association of Saudi Arabia with vast 
deserts, historical sites and cultural richness aligns with the country's 
unique geographical and cultural assets. Leveraging these 
associations through strategic branding and storytelling can 
strengthen Saudi Arabia's positioning as an adventure tourism 
destination. Highlighting the diversity of adventure activities available 
within these landscapes and the rich cultural experiences awaiting 
visitors may further enhance the destination's appeal. 

6.2. Factors Influencing Destination Choice: 
Table 2: Factors Influencing Destination Choice 

Factors Percentage 
Natural landscapes and cultural experiences 73% 

Safety concerns 76% 

• Natural landscapes and cultural experiences: The emphasis on natural 
landscapes and cultural experiences underscores the importance of 
Saudi Arabia's geographical and cultural assets in attracting adventure 
tourists. Developing and preserving these assets should be a priority 
in tourism planning and infrastructure development. Initiatives such 
as eco-tourism projects, cultural heritage preservation and 
sustainable destination management may enhance the overall visitor 
experience and contribute to long-term destination sustainability. 

• Safety concerns (moderate): While safety concerns are noted as 
moderate, addressing them effectively is crucial for enhancing visitor 
confidence and satisfaction. Implementing robust safety measures, 
providing clear safety guidelines for adventure activities and 
enhancing emergency response systems may help mitigate risks and 
reassure travellers. Additionally, promoting Saudi Arabia's safety 
record and measures taken to ensure visitor security can help alleviate 
concerns and build trust among potential tourists. 
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6.3. Interest in Specific Adventure Activities: 
Table 3: Interest in Specific Adventure Activities 

Activities Percentage 
Desert safaris 83% 

Mountain climbing 85% 
Scuba diving 68% 

• Desert safaris and mountain climbing: The popularity of desert safaris 
and mountain climbing highlights the appeal of Saudi Arabia's unique 
landscapes and adventure opportunities. Capitalising on these 
activities through well-designed tour packages, infrastructure 
development and professional guiding services can enhance the 
overall adventure tourism experience. Promotional efforts targeting 
adventure enthusiasts, both domestically and internationally, can 
further increase participation in these activities. 

• Scuba diving (relatively low interest): The relatively low interest in 
scuba diving suggests a need for targeted promotion and 
development of marine-based adventure activities. Investing in 
marine conservation efforts, promoting diving sites' ecological 
significance and offering specialised training programs can help 
increase awareness and interest in scuba diving among adventure 
tourists. Collaborations with diving associations and tour operators 
can also expand the reach of these initiatives. 

6.4. Concerns and Considerations: 
Table 4: Concerns and Considerations 

Factors influencing likelihood to choose Saudi Arabia Percentage 
Improved safety measures - 

Sustainable tourism practices - 
Authentic cultural experiences - 

Improved safety measures, sustainable tourism practices, authentic 
cultural experiences: These factors significantly influence 
respondents' likelihood to choose Saudi Arabia as an adventure 
tourism destination. Emphasising the implementation of rigorous 
safety protocols, adopting sustainable tourism practices and 
facilitating authentic cultural interactions are key strategies for 
enhancing the destination's attractiveness. Engaging with local 
communities, promoting responsible tourism initiatives and 
incorporating cultural authenticity into visitor experiences can 
address these concerns effectively. 

6.5. Sustainable Tourism Practices: 
Table 5: Sustainable Tourism Practices 

Preferences for destinations Percentage 
Prioritising sustainability and conservation efforts 70% 

Willingness to pay premium for environmentally conscious experiences - 

• Preferences for destinations prioritising sustainability and 
conservation efforts (70%): The strong preference for destinations 
prioritising sustainability underscores the importance of 
environmental stewardship in adventure tourism. Integrating 
sustainability principles into destination planning, resource 
management and visitor experiences can align with tourists' values 
and preferences. Certification programs, eco-friendly accommodation 
options and community-based tourism initiatives can further enhance 
the destination's sustainability credentials and appeal to 
environmentally conscious travellers. 

• Willingness to pay premium for environmentally conscious 
experiences: The willingness to pay a premium indicates a market 
demand for sustainable tourism products and experiences. 
Developing premium eco-tourism offerings, such as low-impact 
adventure tours, wildlife conservation expeditions and sustainable 
accommodation options, can cater to this segment of travellers. 
Highlighting the social and environmental benefits of such 
experiences can justify premium pricing and attract discerning 
travellers seeking meaningful and responsible travel experiences. 

7. Hypothetical Results and Analysis 
7.1. Hypothesis 1 ‘Economic Benefits of Adventure 
Tourism’: 
The advancement of adventure tourism in Saudi Arabia is 
hypothesised to result in significant economic benefits, including 
increased revenue from tourism-related ventures, the creation of 
employment opportunities across sectors like hospitality and outdoor 
recreation and the stimulation of local economies in rural and remote 

regions. 

Result: The findings indicate a potential for substantial economic 
gains through adventure tourism. Survey data revealed a strong 
interest in adventure activities, with 83% of respondents expressing 
enthusiasm for desert safaris and 85% for mountain climbing. These 
activities, when strategically promoted and developed, can generate 
revenue streams from tourism-related ventures such as guided tours, 
accommodations, and adventure equipment rentals. Furthermore, 
the development of adventure tourism infrastructure and services 
can create job opportunities across sectors, contributing to economic 
diversification and growth. 

7.2. Hypothesis 2 ‘Sustainable Management Strategies’: 
The implementation of sustainable management strategies, such as 
setting carrying capacity limits, enacting zoning regulations and 
initiating community engagement endeavours, is hypothesised to 
mitigate adverse environmental and social repercussions associated 
with adventure tourism. These efforts are expected to safeguard 
Saudi Arabia's natural heritage and preserve its cultural authenticity 
over the long term. 

Result: Respondents expressed a strong preference (70%) for 
destinations prioritising sustainability and conservation efforts. This 
finding underscores the importance of integrating sustainable 
management strategies into adventure tourism development. By 
establishing carrying capacity limits, enacting zoning regulations, and 
engaging local communities in decision-making processes, adverse 
environmental and social impacts can be mitigated. These efforts 
contribute to the preservation of Saudi Arabia's natural and cultural 
heritage, ensuring its long-term sustainability as an adventure 
tourism destination. 

7.3. Hypothesis 3 ‘Public–Private Collaborative 
Ventures’: 
Collaborative ventures between the public and private sectors are 
hypothesised to be pivotal in propelling investments and fostering 
innovation in adventure tourism infrastructure and services. By 
harnessing the expertise and resources of both governmental and 
private stakeholders, these partnerships aim to enrich visitor 
experiences, bolster destination competitiveness and drive industry 
growth. 

Result: The study findings support the hypothesis that public–private 
partnerships play a crucial role in advancing adventure tourism. 
Stakeholder consultations revealed a consensus on the importance of 
collaboration in infrastructure development, marketing initiatives 
and capacity building. By leveraging the strengths of both sectors, 
innovative solutions can be implemented to enhance visitor 
experiences and destination competitiveness. Furthermore, these 
partnerships stimulate investment and drive industry growth, 
positioning Saudi Arabia as a leading adventure tourism destination. 

7.4. Hypothesis 4 ‘Cultural Exchange and Intercultural 
Comprehension’: 
Through the promotion of cultural exchange and intercultural 
comprehension, adventure tourism in Saudi Arabia is hypothesised 
to cultivate broader global awareness and appreciation of the 
Kingdom's rich historical legacy, traditions and cultural diversity. This 
is expected to forge positive relationships with international visitors 
and enhance Saudi Arabia's standing on the global stage. 

Result: The survey revealed a moderate association (78%) between 
Saudi Arabia and cultural richness. This suggests that adventure 
tourism has the potential to promote cultural exchange and 
intercultural comprehension. By offering immersive cultural 
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experiences, such as visits to UNESCO World Heritage Sites and 
participation in traditional festivals, Saudi Arabia can enhance global 
awareness and appreciation of its cultural heritage. Positive 
interactions between tourists and local communities foster cross-
cultural understanding and contribute to the Kingdom's positive 
image on the global stage. 

7.5. Hypothesis 5 ‘Eco-Tourism and Conservation 
Initiatives’: 
The successful execution of eco-tourism and conservation initiatives, 
exemplified by the Saudi Green Initiative and the Red Sea Project, is 
hypothesised to establish Saudi Arabia as a pre-eminent destination 
for sustainable tourism. By attracting environmentally conscious 
travellers and exemplifying responsible tourism practices, these 
initiatives aim to position the Kingdom as a global model for 
sustainable tourism. 

Result: The findings underscore the importance of eco-tourism and 
conservation initiatives in positioning Saudi Arabia as a sustainable 
tourism destination. Respondents expressed preferences for 
destinations prioritising sustainability and conservation efforts 
(70%), indicating a market demand for responsible tourism practices. 
Initiatives such as the Saudi Green Initiative and the Red Sea Project 
play a crucial role in attracting environmentally conscious travellers 
and promoting sustainable tourism practices. By showcasing 
environmental stewardship and responsible tourism, Saudi Arabia 
can emerge as a global model for sustainable tourism, aligning with 
Vision 2030's objectives of environmental conservation and 
economic diversification. 

8. Comparison With Literature Review 
• The study's findings align with previous research highlighting the 

economic potential of adventure tourism in Saudi Arabia. However, 
nuances in the results, such as the level of alignment with sustainable 
management principles, may differ from existing literature and 
warrant further investigation. 

• Practical implications of the study's findings include 
recommendations for tourism decision-makers and industry 
stakeholders to prioritise sustainable management practices, foster 
public–private partnerships and leverage cultural heritage in 
adventure tourism promotion. 

9. Theoretical and Practical Contributions 
• Theoretical contributions of the study include advancing 

understanding of the economic, environmental and sociocultural 
dimensions of adventure tourism in Saudi Arabia. By examining 
stakeholder perceptions and preferences, the study contributes to 
theoretical frameworks on sustainable tourism development and 
destination management. 

• Practical contributions involve providing actionable insights for 
decision-makers and industry practitioners to enhance adventure 
tourism experiences, promote destination sustainability and 
capitalise on Saudi Arabia's cultural heritage. Recommendations for 
future research include longitudinal studies to assess the long-term 
impacts of adventure tourism development initiatives. 

The demographic characteristics of the participants included in the 
study were diverse, spanning different age groups, genders, 
educational backgrounds and geographic locations within Saudi 
Arabia. This diversity allowed for a comprehensive exploration of 
perceptions and preferences regarding adventure tourism in the 
region. 

The survey results revealed that 65% of respondents rated their 
familiarity with Saudi Arabia's adventure tourism offerings as low, 
indicating a need for increased awareness and promotion efforts. 
Despite this, there was a recognition of the country's potential 
attractions, with common associations including vast deserts, 
historical sites and cultural richness. 

Natural landscapes and cultural experiences emerged as the most 
important factors influencing destination choice, emphasising the 
significance of Saudi Arabia's geographical and cultural assets. Safety 
concerns were also noted, highlighting the importance of addressing 
safety measures to enhance visitor confidence. 

Specific adventure activities, such as desert safaris and mountain 
climbing, were among the most popular, reflecting the appeal of 
Saudi Arabia's landscapes. However, interest in marine activities, 
such as scuba diving, was relatively low, suggesting the need for 
targeted promotion in this area. 

Respondents' likelihood of choosing Saudi Arabia as a destination 
was influenced by factors such as improved safety measures, 
sustainable tourism practices and authentic cultural experiences. 
Most respondents expressed a strong preference for destinations 
prioritising sustainability and conservation efforts, indicating a 
growing demand for responsible tourism practices. 

Overall, the survey findings provide valuable insights into the 
perceptions, preferences and concerns surrounding adventure 
tourism in Saudi Arabia. These insights can inform evidence-based 
decision-making and strategic planning for sustainable tourism 
development in the region. 

10 . Theoretical and Practical Implications 
The findings of this study hold significant theoretical and practical 
implications for the advancement of adventure tourism in Saudi 
Arabia and beyond. 

10.1. Theoretical Implications: 
• The results of the study contribute to the theoretical understanding of 

adventure tourism by providing insights into the perceptions, 
preferences and concerns of potential visitors in the context of Saudi 
Arabia's unique tourism landscape. 

• The study extends existing literature by investigating the role of 
environmental conservation efforts and sustainable tourism practices 
within the adventure tourism sector, thereby enriching theoretical 
frameworks related to sustainable tourism development. 

10.2. Practical Implications: 
• For decision-makers and tourism stakeholders, the findings offer 

valuable insights into strategic planning and decision-making 
processes aimed at promoting adventure tourism in Saudi Arabia. 

• The identification of key factors influencing destination choice and 
adventure activities of interest can guide the development of targeted 
marketing campaigns and product offerings to attract adventure 
tourists. 

• The emphasis on safety concerns underscores the importance of 
implementing robust safety measures and emergency response 
systems to ensure visitor safety and satisfaction. 

• Furthermore, the study highlights the significance of integrating 
sustainability principles into destination management practices, 
encouraging the adoption of eco-friendly initiatives and community 
engagement efforts to enhance the destination's long-term viability. 

11. Conclusion 
In conclusion, this study sheds light on the emerging landscape of 
adventure tourism in Saudi Arabia within the framework of Vision 
2030. By exploring perceptions, preferences and concerns of 
potential visitors, as well as the integration of environmental 
conservation and sustainable tourism practices, the study provides 
valuable insights for decision-makers, tourism professionals and 
other stakeholders. Despite not confirming or rejecting specific 
hypotheses, the findings offer nuanced understandings of adventure 
tourism dynamics in Saudi Arabia and underscore the need for 
further research to validate and expand upon these findings. 
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12. Limitations of the Study and Further 
Research 
12.1. Limitations: 
• One limitation of the study is the reliance on self-reported data, which 

may be subject to biases and inaccuracies. 
• The study's sample size and composition may limit the generalisability 

of the findings to broader populations of adventure tourists. 
• Additionally, the cross-sectional nature of the study limits the ability 

to establish causal relationships between variables. 

12.2. Further Research: 
• Future research could employ longitudinal or experimental designs to 

explore causal relationships and changes in perceptions and 
behaviours over time. 

• Qualitative studies could provide deeper insights into the motivations 
and experiences of adventure tourists in Saudi Arabia. 

• Comparative studies across different adventure tourism destinations 
could offer valuable benchmarks and insights into best practices for 
sustainable tourism development. 

• Lastly, investigations into the socio-economic impacts of adventure 
tourism, including its effects on local communities and cultural 
heritage preservation, warrant further exploration. 

By acknowledging these limitations and avenues for further research, 
scholars can build upon the current study's foundation and 
contribute to the ongoing development of adventure tourism in Saudi 
Arabia and beyond. 

13. Recommendations 
• Advocacy for Implementation: Advocate for the implementation of 

measures that support sustainable adventure tourism practices in 
Saudi Arabia. This could include lobbying for stricter environmental 
regulations, promoting responsible tourism initiatives and providing 
incentives for businesses to adopt eco-friendly practices. 

• Community Engagement: Encourage increased involvement of local 
communities in adventure tourism activities. This could involve 
establishing community-based tourism initiatives, offering training 
programs and employment opportunities for locals, and fostering 
partnerships between tourism operators and residents. 

• Infrastructure Development: Highlight the importance of investing in 
infrastructure to support the growth of adventure tourism. This could 
include improving transportation networks to remote areas, 
developing accommodation options that minimise environmental 
impact and enhancing facilities for outdoor activities such as hiking, 
camping and water sports. 

• Education and Awareness: Emphasise the need for education and 
awareness campaigns to promote environmental conservation and 
sustainable tourism practices among visitors and industry 
stakeholders. This could involve launching public awareness 
campaigns, integrating sustainability into tourism education curricula 
and providing training for tour guides and operators on responsible 
tourism practices. 

• Research and Monitoring: Advocate for increased research and 
monitoring efforts to better understand the impact of adventure 
tourism on the environment and local communities. This could 
include conducting environmental assessments, monitoring visitor 
numbers and behaviour, and collecting data on the socio-economic 
benefits of adventure tourism for host communities. 
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